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Overview 

� I will report on the outcome of a study with 

university students in Tokyo.  

� They will be presented in three groups 

according to their goals of EFL learning. 

� I will outline educational implications  of this 

perspective. 
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Definitions 

� Standard English (SE) refers to the accepted 

national norm in an Anglophone country.

� English as a lingua franca (ELF) is its 

use "as a common mean of communication for 

speakers of different first languages” Vienna Oxford 

International Corpus of English [VOICE]



Introduction
� English as a LF has spread around the world 

through migration, economic exchange, and 

access to digital communication. 

� The global use of the LF gives rise to 

questions related to interpretation, authority of 

the English language and pedagogical 

standard. 

� Establish a clear goal is quintessential for 

learning. 



Theory - Culture difference

� “The advent of English as a LF implies a 
change in the goal of English teaching (Ur, P. TESOL TESOL 

France Colloquium 2009France Colloquium 2009) . ”

� “The recognition of regional endocentrics
norm as pedagogical standard has 
underestimated the role of the native speakers 
as a norm provider (Bolton, K., and Kachru, B., B. 2006: 495).”

� “The selection of the instructional variety 
should be based on students’ goals and 
needs… (Matsuda, A, & Freidrich, P. 2012:17). ”



Background 

� “In Germany or Japan, there is unquestioning 

acceptance of  Standard English for English 

class and I wonder how realistic the vision is
( Quirk, R. 1988 in Bolton et al. 2006: 479)”

� The aim of this study is to elicit the 

students’ views on this debate.

� There exists no insight into the students’

views on the arguments.
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Interview question and the method

� The following question was posted to 14 university 

students.

“What is a goal of  English teaching at school, 

Standard English or  English as lingua franca?”

Participants: (Male. 8, Female.6)  PhD. 2;  MA.4; BA. 8

� “A natural inquiry is contextual dependent (Lincoln, and 

Guba 1985:37).”

� Six students support SE  and one student was in favor 

of LF, while seven were neutral. 
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Student quotes supporting SE – i.

1. “The global spread of English is reality today…
Students can be exposed to English outside school.  
But, if there are too many grammar mistakes or 
pronunciation errors, it is impossible to understand 
each other. Therefore, it is important to teach 
foundational English knowledge at school. Rote-
learning is essential to some degree .”

2. “I support learning Standard English. Even though 
Native-norm of English is unachievable, we can 
progress by working toward a nativelike goal. If 
students want to learn LF, they can practice it 
alone .”



Students’ quotes supporting SE – ii. 

3. “ I would like to learn SE because if we learn LF 

(e.g. Singlish), it becomes SE.  LF keeps changing 

and by the end, learners have no way to check its 

validity. I think that David Crystal denied this idea. 

But I still  prefer to learn Standard English.”

4. “I do not think it is possible to achieve native-like 

pronunciation of /l/ or /r/. But it is better to learn 

codified English. ”
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Students’ quotes supporting SE – ii.

5. “Standard English such as British or 

American English is better for long-term 

prospective. If we learn non-standard English, 

LF becomes our Standard.”

6. “It is good to learn standard English at 

school.”



Students’ quote supporting LF

1. “From my learing experience at an 

international school and in teaching English 

to Japanese students, Japanese students feel 

apprehensive to use English because of their 

desire to be perfect. While the students are 

thinking how to say and what to say, the 

conversation proceeds… I support

communicative English at school. ”
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Students’ neutral views – i. 

1 “Learners’ skill to distinguish varieties 
of non-standard English is useful in 
interactive situations…We lack 
opportunities to use English.”

2 “ Non-native speakers’ English is difficult to 
understand. However, I saw European 
students using English well without linguistic 
accuracy. I began to think that it is 
acceptable to speak English with 
grammatical mistakes.”



Student’s neutral views – ii. 

3.   “When I worry about errors, I want to stop using 

English... One of the difficulties in English 

communication in Bangladesh arises from a lack 

of vocabulary rather than from LF 

pronunciation.”

4.   “SE has been our goal for long time... I wish 

to have simplified forms of English grammar 

rules that derive from SE providing there is 

no miscommunication. Then, it will be easier 

for busy people to use English with more 

flexible grammar.”
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Students’ neutral views – iii.

5. “I always wish to learn authentic English but I do 
not think English spoken by native speakers is 
necessarily correct English. In addition, there is an 
increasing number of non-native English users 
around the world.  Therefore learning SE may not 
be enough. It is good to include some LF for 
listening and reading materials in the course .”

6. “We can study grammar at home by ourselves, but 
conversation is difficult to learn from reading. It is 
good to emphasize conversation skills at school.”
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Finding i) - SE

�The advantage of learning SE are;

1) its compatibility in writing;

2) suited for assessment;

3) its authority;

4) its agility and speed of the response (i.e. IT).

� However, learning syntactic and lexical rules 

of English give insurmountable difficulties 

which de-motivate some learners. 
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Findings ii)  - LF

� Flexible use of grammar rules makes LF easier 

to use. 

� There is an absence of pedagogical model.

� A weakness of LF is that it may create 

misunderstanding because of its flexibility (i.e. 

language errors).
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Quotes from literature

� “A language becomes an EIL for one 
clear reason: the political power of its 
people – especially their military ... 
Language choice is one of the most 
sensitive issues facing a planning 
committee (Crystal D, 1997:7 -12) .”

� “What really motivates stylistic variability is 
the speaker’ relationship with the hearer, the 
meaning he wants to express and the 
impression he wants to create (Rampton, B. 1987 in Bolton et 
al. 2006:270).”
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Conclusion

� This study showed that boosting LF at 
school might be a good idea in theory, but hard 
to achieve in practice. 

�Facing needs for communicative skills at 
school, the student suggested introducing LF 
as a part of teaching materials while teaching 
SE. 

� Importantly, students wish teachers to create 
a comfortable atmosphere to reduce their 
anxieties in class.
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Implications

� The results are mixed which may imply the 

students’ attitudes change, which may 

underscore that  there is still a case for 

traditional learning of SE.   

� The English Language curriculum needs to 

reflect a broader role of a global English. 
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