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BAALIC SIG Convenor’s Report to the Executive Committee 

February - August 2010 

 

Tony Young, SIG Convenor 

The SIG has got off to a strong start since it was given the go-ahead by the EC in February.  

The following have happened or are ongoing: 

1. Inaugural seminar. 

2. Election of SIG officers and increased membership. 

3. Special Issue of Language and Intercultural Communication. 

4. Colloquium at BAAL 2010 accepted. 

5. IC Track at BAAL 2010. 

6. Website development 

7. Planning for 2011 

 

1. Inaugural Seminar 

The seminar was held at Nottingham Trent University on May 27
th

 and 28
th.   

 It brought 

together 21 educators and researchers over the two days to explore key questions in applied 

IC theory.  

Keynotes were contributed by Professor Karen Risager of Roskilde Universitet, Denmark, Dr 

Alan Firth of Newcastle University, UK and by Professor John Corbett of University of 

Glasgow, UK.   We also had a range of other contributors who shared their research, either as 

works in progress or as the finished item. 

Discussion centred around key conceptual concerns of the SIG, and on these questions in 

particular: 

• How can we study groups without a priori categorisation?  

• To what extent is multimodality/mixed methodology desirable/possible/necessary in 

IC research?  

• ‘Hofstedean’ analysis is so seductive for many of our students, why is this the case, 

and what are its implications for teaching and research? Is essentialism essential in IC 

research?  

• To what extent is it possible to apply three identifiable but competing paradigms: the 

social science, interpretive and critical approach to IC research and practice?  

• What are the implications of non-western perspectives on human communication for 

theory and practice in IC and Applied Linguistics?  

Full details of the inaugural seminar are available here 

http://baalicsig.wordpress.com/activities/inaugrual-seminar/full-programme/ 
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2. Election of officers and increased membership 

The following were elected in May 2010 with tenure until 2012 

Convenor Tony Young  

Communications Officer Liang Wang   

Meetings Secretary Donna Humphrey   

Treasurer Jane Woodin   

Five other have agreed to act as ordinary members of the SIG committee, and our general 

membership list has grown to 29.  Details available here http://baalicsig.wordpress.com/.  

 

3. Special Issue of Language and Intercultural Communication (LaIC) 

A special issue of LaIC was published in August 2010 (vol 10/3) – Communication, 

Discourses and Interculturality.  This highlights recent developments in the field and is 

edited by BAALICSIG committee members Peter Sercombe and Tony Young.  Its 

contributors were part of a colloquium of the same name at BAAL 2008 in Swansea which 

was one of the key elements in the genesis of the ICSIG.  See 

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=g925797888 

 

4. Colloquium  at BAAL 2010:  Applied Linguistics in Intercultural Communication  

This colloquium is the first official contribution of the ICSIG to BAAL Annual Meetings.  

Invitees to the colloquium were asked to consider how applied linguistics can make a 

significant contribution to the field of intercultural communication, and to showcase and open 

up for discussion the range of conceptual, methodological and pedagogical perspectives and 

approaches which exist under the ambit of our SIG.   

The colloquium consists of 6 papers and a roundtable discussion. 

1. Conceptualising intercultural competence – the need for an applied linguistic 

approach.   

Professor Helen Spencer-Oatey, Centre for Applied Linguistics, University of 

Warwick.  

2. Developing and assessing intercultural competence – can dynamic assessment be a 

way forward?   

Dr Claudia Harsch, Centre for Applied Linguistics, University of Warwick.   

3. “to me it doesn’t matter where [they] come from”.   National culture discourses in the 

multinational workplace.   

Dr Jo Angouri, UWE, Bristol  
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4. Stereotypes as cultural capital: International students negotiating identities in British 

HE.   

Trevor Grimshaw Dep. of Education, Univ. of Bath  

5. Applying mixed methods in understanding professional intercultural communication: 

the case of deontic modality in business meetings. Dr Michael Handford, University of 

Tokyo.   

6. A critical discourse approach to intercultural communication.  Professor Adrian 

Holliday: Canterbury Christ Church University.  

5. BAALIC ‘track’ at BAAL 2010 

We were not yet eligible for an official IC ‘track’ at the BAAL Annual Meeting, but we still 

received a large numbers of abstracts to review for Aberdeen, I believe the second largest 

number of any SIG.  A majority of these were suitable for presentation and papers with an 

IC/AL focus will form an important element at BAAL 2010.  

 

6. Website development 

Communications Officer Liang Wang has revamped and considerably developed the SIG 

website.  See http://baalicsig.wordpress.com/  

 

7. Future planning 

We hope to make a major contribution to BAAL 2011 with an official track for papers which 

we will help to publicise. We are also planning at least 1 more seminar event for next year, to 

be held either at the Open University, or at Birkbeck College, University of London.  

Discussions are ongoing as to content, dates, etc., but this will probably take place in the late 

Spring or early summer of 2011. 

 


